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Vol. 13, No. 2, Winter, 1976

UMM alumna returns to Alma Mater
to coach and teach former teammates
Five years ago Maren Michaelson
('75) got her first taste of intercollegiate competition at UMM
where she soon gained a
reputation as an outstanding
athlete. Today she brings that
experience to her post as
women's volleyball and track
coach and instructor of physical
education at her Alma Mater.

•

Women's athletics is on the
upswing at UMM; there have been
a number of changes within the
last year. Tennis and swimming
have been added to the already
existing line-up of varsity
volleyball, basketball and track.
Golf has been open to both male
and
female
athletes
for
several seasons.
Willis Kelly was appointed
UMM's first Women's Intercollegiate Athletics Director last
fall. In addition, majorrenovations
in the P.E. Center provide better
facilities for women athletes.

What accounts fq_r the upswing in
women's sports on the Morris
campus and elsewhere?
"Basically, high schools have
provided the impetus for growth
in women's athletics, and Title IX
of the Education Amendments of
1972 has beeo a ,b!.g boost in
providing
funding,"
notes
Michaelson. "When I started
most women athletes hadn't
much high school experience.
Today high schools are providing
more opportunities for competition, and as a result, women
beginning intercollegiate
competition are more experienced, skilled athletes.
"I think freshmen just starting
their careers are willing to accept
more challenges and work harder
because they have had interscholastic competition experience and because they know
what to expect."

"Athletics has meant a lot to me,
and helped me grow in a number
of ways," she commented. "It has
improved my self confidence, and
new friendships and opportunities
have opened up as a result.
Athletics is an area in which I can
give of myself and get something
out of it. It's exciting to put
myself and my pride on the line in
competition, not knowing what
the outcome of my effort will be.
"I try to use my own playing
experience to look back at how I
felt when I competed. Coaching
presents a challenge because I
want to communicate the things
to the team that I used to get
myself fired up."
Does the fact that she's now
coaching many of her old teammates present any difficulty?
"No problem," according to
Michaelson. "I've never felt my
old teammates didn't respect me
or respected me less because I
played with them. I think it makes
us closer as a team because we
understand each other better.
"We want our teams to win and
we want athletics to be an
educational experience for the
players," she explains. "I feel that
we are taking the right steps to
stay competitive."
Did she ever think she might one
day return to UMM as a coach and
instructor? "I'd thought about it
but had never believed it was
realistic, although I've always had
a good feeling about UMM. I'm
glad to be back."

•
Maren Michaelson (at chalkboard) with athlete Carol Koopman

•
Placement service
assists 109 alums

We were all pleased with the large turnout of alumni'" returning for
Homecoming festivities. The Cougars' big victory over Michigan Tech
at Homecoming, and their ultimate Northern Intercollegiate
Conference championship for the second consecutive year has given
all UMM alums a good deal of added pride in our Alma Mater. Special
congratulations are in order to Coach Al Molde and his team, and a big
thanks to everyone contributing to the success of the '76
Homecoming. Dennis Zahrbock, Ed Buntje and Beverly Anderson
were installed as board members at the annual meeting. All three have
agreed to serve on the membership committee, and will soon begin a
special effort to enlarge our ranks. Please give them your support
when they call on you. Membership fees are the Association's sole
source of income. The following board members have been named to
head standing committees for this year: Homecoming - Connie
Edlund; Membership - E. Dennis Zahrbock; Alumni Relations - Loretta
Blahna; Projects and Services - Carter Christie. If you have any
questions, comments or a particular interest in any of these areas
please contact these individuals either directly or through the Alumni
Office, 306 Behmler Hall, UMM. They will be glad to hear from you.
We also would like to hear from you if you have had a change of
address, position or name or family status. We'd like to know how
you're doing, and how you think we--as your working representatives
back home--are doing. Speaking of address changes ... the cost of
keeping up with these through the U.S. Post Office has become so
expensive that we have ceased requesting an address correction on
our mailings. We must rely on you to keep us informed of your moves,
and of those of your friends and fellow classmates. We want to keep
our mailing list up to date, but we must count on your help now more
than ever before. Your Board of Directors has adopted a couple of
exciting new programs intended to honor both alumni and non-alumni
who have made particularly outstanding contributions to the
University of Minnesota, Morris and/or the UMM Alumni Association.
Further details will be forthcoming. Should you wish to bring to our
attention someone you feel deserves recognition please forward their
name along with any particulars relating to his or her contributions.
This can be done at any time since these awards will be made
annually.
Doug Kjellerup

The UMM Career Planning and
Placement Service served 109
Morris alumni during the '75-'76
academic year. CPPS also
assisted 83 new liberal arts and
78 new teacher education graduates in seeking full time employment or continuing education
opportunities. Of the alumni who
reactivated their placement files,
40 changed positions, 39
remained in the same job, nine
are homemakers, five are working
part-time, four entered graduate
or professional school and one is
traveling. Morris alumni who
reactivate their files receive the
following services: placement
files are updated, files are made
available to potential employers,
files are sent to potential employers upon request of applicant or
prospective employer, active
registrants are eligible for oncampus interviews and active
registrants receive vacancy lists.
The reactivation fee for alumni
seeking teaching positions is
$15, and the fee for those seeking
non-teaching positions is $10.
When corresponding with Career
Planning and Placement, alumni
are reminded to include current
name, address, telephone and
current position title.
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Former Students
Patricia Hood Novak and her husband, Gary,
reside in Seattle, Wash. where both are
stationed in the Army at Fort Lewis. Patricia is
also attending St. Martin's College. The
Novaks have two children, Heather, 4½, and
Arthur, 2.
The Bob Pochardt family (Julie '69) have
moved from Fergus Falls to Hamel, Minn.
where he has accepted a new position as
district claims manager for the American
Family Company. Their new address is 22145
Horseshoe Trail, Hamel.

Cla~of~

Class of 1974

Dr. Bruce Bohnsack opened a dental office in
Cokato in November. A 1976 graduate of the
University of Minnesota Dental School,
Bohnsack and his wife, Susan, have one son
Benjamin, born Oct. 1.
Michael D. Tate, manager of the Morris State
Insurance Agency, is the new chairman of the
Northwest Consumer Advisory Council of
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota.
James Odden is teac,"1.ing iri-t..-lexandria.
E. Dennis and Susan Guter Zahrbock have
added a third daughter to their family. Rachel
Lee was born July 13.

Susan Bundy is a fourth grade teacher in
Fergus Falls.
Charles and Peggy Cottrell French are parents
of a son born Nov. 23.
Rachel Hoff is teaching in New Ulm, and
Dona Hutchings is teaching in Evansville.
Susan Starleaf Richter is a third grade teacher
in Buffalo.
Barbara Mulder Wartish is an SLBP teacher at
Belview High School.

Class of 1967
Class of 1972

•

Sharon Pederson Shun is a personnel
secretary for North Hennepin Community
College. She and her husband have one
daughter, Shelly, 7.
Class of 1968
The Stephen Thronson's of Evansville are
parents of a daughter born Oct. 30.
Class of 1969
John Goggin is teaching in Burnsville.
Stephen Olson is employed at the University
Library at the University of Bergen, Norway.
His address is Nedrefjellsmug 8, 5000
Bergen, Norway.
Joel 0. Rude , a
captain in the Air
National Guard and
pilot at Great Falls
International Airport,
Mont., represented
the 120th Consolidated
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron in "William
Tell '76," a world-wide
weapons competition
conducted by the
Aerospace Defense
Command at Tyndall
Air Force Base, Fla.
Class of 1970

•

David Cass is employed at the University of
Minnesota Research Lab.
Mike Grupa, a conservation officer with the
Department of Natural Resources, has been
named to head youth safety instruction
training programs on the use of snowmobile
and firearms.
Dave Thielman is teaching in Osakis.
Larry Voorhees received a PhD from North
Dakota State University in zoology last May.
He is employed by Oak Ridge National
Laboratory as a Terrestrial Ecologist.

Andrea Newell Cowell is teaching physical
education, health and speech at St. Bernard's
High School in St . Paul. She and her husband,
Craig, reside at 848 E. Cottage in St. Paul.
John E. Petrich has
been named Supervisor of Manpower
Development in the
Jacksonville,
Fla.,
office of Northwestern
Mutual Life Insurance
Company. Petrich,
who received
the
"New Man of the Year
Award" for contribution to the agency in
both of his first two
years, also qualified
for Northwestern
Mutual's Bronze and Silver Awards for
outstanding sales. He is married to the former
Patty Zippe! '73 and they reside at 17 Sailfish
Dr., Ponte Vedra Beach.
Joanne Suckstorff is teaching in Sandstone.
Class of 1973
Gene Aasen is a senior reactor operator for the
University of Missouri research reactor
facility. The reactor, located in Columbia,
Mo., is the largest university-owned research
center in the country.
Tom Brock is head wrestling coach at Grand
Rapids High School, Grand Rapids, Minn.
Phyllis Strom Nelson resides in Fertile, where
her husband, John, is an insurance agent.
Brad Novak is teaching physical education
and health in Becker.

Class of 1975
Teaching in various systems around
Minnesota are Craig Anderson (Remer),
Doreen Bauman Kronbach (Springfield),
Cindy Boyle (Ruthton), Brenda Lalonde
(Brownton), Linda Caillie (Montevideo),
Sandy Schultze (St. Mary's School, Morris)
and Marie Schwarze (Eden Valley).
Greg Mondahl is working for the U.S. Post
Office in Minneapolis.
Ann Rathke is a field liaison officer for the
North Dakota State Historical Society, living
is Bismarck.
Class of 1976
The following members of the class of 1976
are employed as elementary school teachers:
Joel Boldenow (Montevideo), Diane Boelter
Fal Is),
Theresa
Coleman
( Redwood
(Jamestown.
N. D.) Susan
Eckstrom
(Atwater) Debra Enneking (Comfrey), Sharon
Erickson Carlson ( Magnolia), ' Linda Erno
(Glenwood), Debra Flom (Alexandria), Mark
Holmlund (Benson), Cheri Hopke (Morris),
Debra Jacobson (St. Michael, N.D .), Jeanne
Koehntop
(Willmar)
Vernon
Koepp
(Alexandria), Daniel Mardell (Pearl Lake),
John Moorse (Benson) , Bruce Novak (ChokioAlberta), Joan Pilot (Graceville), Kathleen
Sch rem pp (Melrose), Barbara Schutz
(Starbuck), LuAnn Streed (Barrett), Paul
Watzke (Milaca), and Deborah Wiesner
(Parkers Prairie).
Employed as secondary school teachers are:
Doug Bah (Sacred Heart), Karen Chan
(Alexandria), Robert Cook (Starkweather,
S.D.), Dennis Courneya (Hancock), Steven
Frederickson (Austin), Lila Hansmeyer
(Villard), Mary Haugland (Plainview), Donald
Hynnek (Watertown, S.D.) Sue Ann Johnson
(Jasper), David Karstens (Windom), Diane
Kinney (Thief River Falls), Steve Komula
(Luverne), Jane Lindig (Little Falls), Bob
Menzhuber (Mayville, N.D.), Dave Mielke
(Dassel-Cokato), Lowell Niklaus (Linton,
N.D.), Beverly Oehrlein (Cold Spring), Ruth
Olson (Wheaton), Terry Olson (Alexandria),
Randall Riemer (Henning), Bradley Schnitzler
(West Bend, Iowa), Daniel Swanson (Sturgeon
Bay, Wis.), Kathleen Siebel (Esko), Linda
Tamillo (Bloomington), and Joan Welinski
(Menagha).

----'

fil •
Mark Beffart is attending graduate school in Jeffrey Drummond is a graduate research
history at Auburn University.
assistant at the Computer Center while
Jean Welinski Bohlman is employed as a file attending graduate school at the University of
clerk at UMM.
Minnesota, Twin Cities.
Terry Chacos is a salesman for 20th Century Pamela Eggers is an assistant manager for the
Micro Wave.
S.S. Kresge Company.
Valeria Christenson is employed by Josten's Lee Felicetta is a dealer accounting represenInc.
tative for lnternati~ai Aarvllster.
Nancy Clemens is a field representative for the Julie Grothe is a field secretary for the
Donor Resources program of the St. Paul Lutheran Student Movement U.S.A., working
out of Chicago.
Regional Red Cross Blood Center.
Bruce Colebank is a graduate student in Mass Bruce Kelly is employed by the Benson
Communications and Journalism at the Manufacturing Company.
Ann Klauda is an executive secretary for Retail
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.
Dennis and Sue Courneya are parents of a Credit Corporation.
Claudia Lambert is employed by Employer's
son, Jerid John, born Nov. 3.
Norman Daily is employed by the U.S. Overload in St. Paul.
Treasury Department as an assistant National Erland Malmgren is a computer programmer
for the Roseville s,.b.ool sy,f,tem.
Bank examiner.
J. Clare Dingley is a senior clerk in the Brenda Marben is a research assistant at the
Admissions and Records Office on the Twin Mayo Clinic.
Cities campus of the University of Minnesota. Larry Marsh is in the Master's of Public
Accounting program at the University of
Denver.
Greg Menk is a program worker at Pillsbury
House in Minneapolis.
Richard Moll is attending graduate school in
Minneapolis.
Mary Mooney is attending law school in the
Twin Cities.
Larry Oeltjenbruns is employed by Willmar
Manufacturing, Willmar.
Pam Pearson, Pam Russell and Renee Meyers
are attending graduate school.

Sandy Rexeisen is an admissions counselor at
UMM.
Marianne Shelly is a sales coordinator at
Dayton's in Minneapolis.
Lorna Sifford is attending graduate school in
animal physiology at the University of
Minnesota, Twin cities.
Deborah Sodt is employed by the Hennepin
County General Hospital in Minneapolis.
Steven Torgrimson and wife Pat (Markham)
live in Eugene, Ore. , where Steve is employed
by the Valley News Newspaper.
Steve Vernig is employed by Stevens County
Hospital.
Wayne Wadleigh is employed by Del Monte
Canning Company in Sleepy Eye.
Pam Weiers joined the Peace Corps.
Barb Weiner is attending graduate school in
library science at the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities.
Tom Wilizek is employed by G.L.A . in
Ledgerwood, N.D.
Debora Witt is a group counselor for the Otter
Tail County Group Home.
Craig Yokum is a psychiatric aid at the Warm
Springs State Hopsital, Warm Springs, Mont.
Jill Zirbes has been accepted to attend St.
Francis School of Cytotechnology, Wichita,
Kan.
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